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BATTLE OF HAMEL — 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Member for Hillarys 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [12.56 pm]: Wednesday, 4 July will mark the 100th anniversary of the 
Battle of Hamel, a significant turning point in the last 100 days of the Great War. Consisting largely of battalions 
from the 4th division of the Australian Imperial Force, and supported by four American companies, the battle was 
ably planned and led by the brilliant and outstanding Australian Lieutenant-General Sir John Monash, his first 
battle as corps commander. The assault commenced in the early hours of the morning of 4 July 1918. In 
93 minutes, all objectives were obtained and 1 400 German prisoners and many weapons were captured. Australian 
troops suffered 1 062 casualties, with 800 killed. The Battle of Hamel was a brilliant victory for the Allies. 
Australian war historian Charles Bean remarked that it was the most thoroughly successful undertaking by the 
Allies since the German offensive of March 1918. It provided an important foothold around the Somme area and 
ended any thoughts of any future offensives by the German Army. Monash’s war plan of a coordinated approach 
of tanks, aircraft, artillery and machine guns provided a template for larger offensives later in the war. 

Western Australian Sergeant Thomas Axford of the 15th Battalion was one of the two Australians to be awarded 
the Victoria Cross from actions during this battle. His citation states in part that Axford — 

… with great initiative and magnificent courage, at once dashed to the flank, threw his bombs amongst 
the machine gun crews, jumped into the trench, and charged with his bayonet. 

We remember those Australian and American servicemen who fought in the Battle of Hamel. It was the start of 
100 years of mateship and alliance between our two countries that continues to endure today. 

Lest We Forget. 
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